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Two Hundred and Fifty People Gathered to Celebrate Chinese New Year
—_Year of the Tiger

The celebration for Chinese New Year, sponsored by SBCAA, was held on Feb. 1 at Goleta Community
Center. Members with their families and friends, totaled about 250 people, gathered with joyful spirits.
They enjoyed the delicious lunch provided by Ming Dynasty, which included roast duck, beef, shrimp,
fish, fried rice noodle, and rice cake, etc. They ate while being entertained by the wonderful program.
During the 4 hour gathering waves of cheers and applauds continued throughout. The atmosphere was
boiling.



The Audience Cheered Over the Wonderful Program

The program started with the jumping happy lion dance. The chorus led by Jin-Ping Zhang,
demonstrated the spirit of tiger, Men's voices were grand and the women sang with elegance. The
excitements from the audience were the indication that this chorus is highly professional.

Xiao-ling Zhang and Xue-Hua Wu presented XinJiang dance, which brought people's imagination to the
green pasture of XinJiang province where sheep roams. The famous grape wine served in crystal glasses,
the sound of bells on camels, the beauty of XinJiang girls came to life again.

Xiao-li Zhang who had awed people last year with her Chinese string performance did it again. She
played a new song "the waving shadow of a red candle"with tender and elegance. Her skill and unique
style drove and lifted people's soul. Many American friends in the meeting praised highly about the
wonders of Chinese traditional music.

Feng-Chun Deng's solo dance, "peacock fanning out its tail feathers to celebrate New Years", in which
she acted as a peacock, was smooth and eye-catching. Her detailed acts, such as playing with and
drinking out of river and dressing up with river as her mirror, left nothing out and showed high
professional quality. Her solo dance shone the whole stage with glamonur.

The musical by a group of ladies took the meeting to the climax. The music "woman is a tiger" was
- hilarious. The dynamic performance was echoed by the participation from the andience. They followed
the rhythm, clapping, stamping with joyous laughters. These six ladies, Xiang-yang Fang, YueFeng Ge,
Yelin He, Han-Xiang Li, Rebecca Li, and Gui-lan Zhang, who all arc mothers did all this after only a
very short time of practice. This is one of the best programs that audience felt totally involved. The
director behind all this is Aidi Zhang, who was visiting her sister Gui-lan Zhang at the time. She is a
professional dancer, and it shows in the program she directs.

This year, many programs involved children playing instruments such as piano and violin. It shows our
next generation will be even more artistic. This is indeed a small town but with great people, full of
young blood waiting for their term to shine. We have a high hope for an even better New Year program
next year. (By Amy Li )
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