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E@”&@HJE Everyone, it’s been a long time.

Our previous president, Huang Lin, has served our association for two years. We thank him for his
hard work and dedication. Our new president is Wang Jin Xue. | hope all the members will fully
support him and continue to participate in various activities, so the association can serve and unify
the Chinese community.

This issue includes the following content.

Board Member’s Spotlight: In order for our members to get to know our new Board members,
we have included a section called Board Member’s Spotlight which will briefly introduce each
member.

Community News: We included updates on the Chinese School’s fall term, Santa Barbara Chinese
Evangelical Church’s activities, and Campus News.

Special Report: Steve Epstein, CRS, GRI, SRES, wrote an article on the economic and real estate
market crisis titled “Where are we and where are we going?”1 hope this article can provide help for
our members during this difficult time.

Articles: Christina will share her thoughts on the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing. Justin Chang,
a fourth year student in Electrical Engineering at UCSB, writes his thoughts on Huang Chun Ming’s
lecture. Justin Shen, from SBCC, shares his talents in writing by allowing us to publish his article
titled, “My Name is a Poem.” UCSB Chinese Lecturer, Kathy Tsai will also share her poem which
is written in the style of Tang Dynasty.
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SBCAA Newsletter is published quarterly per year. It is also available online. On the website, we provide

traditional and simplified versions. Please send contributions or comments to wjinxue@yahoo.com
All articles represent authors’ own views and do not reflect the views of the editorial board or the SBCAA board.
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SBCAA Member Spotlight

In this newsletter, we will introduce the new SBCAA board members (in alphabetical order by
last name) to the community. The current SBCAA Board has 11 members. Board members are
volunteers who serve the community and organize activities for the community. Our biggest
events are the mid-Autumn festival celebration and the Chinese New Year celebration. We hope
every SBCAA member along with the Chinese American community in the South Coast area
can actively participate in these traditional Chinese events.

Xiaolan Bai — Xiaolan is the new SBCAA Vice President. She worked at Gansu Weather
Bureau in Lanzhou before moving to Santa Barbara in 1987. Xiaolan’s husband, Dr. Jiancheng
Shi, has been living in Santa Barbara since 1985. He is a Research Professor at UCSB. Xiaolan
has two sons, John and Eric. They both love to play sports, especially volleyball. Xiaolan has
made significant contributions to this year’s mid-Autumn festival celebration. Due to her
connection and hard work, Uncle Chen Restaurant located in Carpinteria, donated 40 boxes of
moon cakes to SBCAA for the celebration.

Marie Chu — Marie serves as SBCAA Treasurer. She and her family have been living in Santa
Barbara for over 20 years. Marie and her husband, Neil Zhu, have their own business in
international trade. They specialize in waste water treatment, motors, pumps, machinery parts,
and scientific instruments. Marie received her degree in Accounting from Zhong Xin University
in Taiwan, which will serve her well as SBCAA Treasurer. Marie's husband, Dr. Zhu got his
Ph.D in Petroleum Engineering from Texas A&M University. Marie has two daughters. One
graduated from UCSB and likes to travel. She is now in Turkey and will be going to Syria and
Egypt soon. The other daughter is at UC Berkeley.

Yuefeng Ge — Yuefeng will lead SBCAA in developing their entertainment and performance
program development. She has already started planning for the 2009 Chinese New Year
celebration which is scheduled for January 24, at the Goleta Valley Community Center.
Yuefeng came from Bejing, China to SBin March of 1990. She is currently working at
Montecito Dental Group as a dental assistant. Her husband, Dr. Zhengming Wan, is a
researcher at UCSB. Yuefeng’s daughter is an accountant. In her free time, Yuefeng enjoys
social activities. Currently, she is the President of Santa Barbara Huasheng Chorus Group. The
Huasheng Chorus Group meets once a month. Mr. Jie Yang, a famous Bass singer from
Beijing, is the conductor and vocal coach of SB Huasheng Chorus Group. Under Mr. Yang’s
direction, many people in the group have shown significant improvement in their singing skills.
The best thing is that the Chorus Group has a lot of fun together. If you are interested in joining
Huasheng, please contact Yuefeng at yuefengg@hotmail.com.

Shuiging Hu - Shuiging joined Veeco Instrument, an atomic force microscopy company, as a
system design engineer in Oct 2007, right after he got his Ph.D from Purdue University. While
at Purdue University, he worked in the School of Mechanical Engineering and the Birck
Nanotechnology Center with Professor Arvind Raman. Shuiging received his master’s (2001)
and bachelor's (1998) degree in Acoustics from Nanjing University, China. Shuiging and his
lovely wife, Yan Mei, are expecting a baby in December 2008.
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Lin Huang — Lin has been SBCAA President for the last 2 years. He and his family enjoy living and
working in Santa Barbara since moving here in 1998. As SBCAA President in the past 2 years, Lin
contributed to SBCAA in various ways, for example, selling beers at Chinese Festival to raise funds for
SBCAA, grilling BBQ at BBQ parties, asking help from all his friends, and organizing SBCAA
activities. Lin is very grateful for the support of his wife, Yufang Xie, and his daughter, Bowen Lin. Lin
received his B.S. degree in Physics from Fudan University in China and his Ph.D. degree in Germany.
He is now working at Veeco Instrument. His daughter, Bowen, just started college this year at UC
Berkeley.

Joan Vignocchi — Joan has served on SBCAA Board for several years. Her family used to live in
Qingdao, China about 6 years ago. They loved Qingdao and China. After they came back to the United
States, they wanted to be more involved in the Chinese community and be able to continue speaking
Chinese. Joan and her family enjoyed the mid-Autumn festival (Zhong Qiu Jie) and Chinese New Year
(Chun Jie) celebrations and look forward to planning the upcoming activities. She is currently a realtor
with Century 21 A Hart Realty, Inc.

Jinxue Wang — Jinxue is the new SBCAA President. He feels a lot of pressure in following after Dr. Lin
Huang’s very successful tenure. Jinxue and his family came to Santa Barbara in 2002. They have been
living in the United States since 1984. He and his wife, Dr. Ying Lu, have three children, Helen, Connie,
and Jack. Helen is a junior at DPHS, Connie is a freshman at DPHS, and Jack is a 4™ grader at Brandon
Elementary School. Jinxue enjoys basketball and hiking. Ying loves yoga, running and hiking. All their
children enjoy music, running, and hiking. Jinxue received his Ph.D. and M.S. degrees from University
of Michigan in Ann Arbor and B.S. degree from Shandong University in China. Jinxue works at
Raytheon. Ying is a dentist. If you have any suggestions about SBCAA, please feel free to drop him an e-
mail at wjinxue@yahoo.com.

Lillian Wueste — Lillian is one of the founders of SBCAA. She has served on SBCAA Board for many
years. Lillian was born in Chengdu, China. She grew up and was educated in Taiwan witha BS in
International Marketing from Chengchi University. She also earned a MBA degree from California
Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks. Lillian has been a licensed real estate consultant over 25 years
specializing in residential and investment properties and financing services. She is also licensed as a
registered security representative, consulting clients on mutual funds, annuities, and investment life
insurance for retirement planning, life insurance, and estate planning. She has a son and a daughter. Her
son is currently the chief information officer (CIO) of a hospital chain, and her daughter is a physician.
Her husband was president of Tracor Aviation Inc. in Santa Barbara but is now retired. They have three
grandchildren.

Lifang Song- In 1992, Lifang came to UCSB from Taiwan to pursue a graduate degree in Computer
Science. After graduation, she worked as a software engineer for more than 10 years. She held the
position of treasurer at Santa Barbara Chinese School during the 2006-2007 school year. In May 2007,
Lifang resigned from her software engineer work in order to become a full-time mom and to focus on her
family. Since then she has been dedicated to Chinese education at the Santa Barbara Chinese School and
was nominated for the position of principal, and assumed the position of principal of Santa Barbara
Chinese School in summer 2007. She enjoys introducing Chinese culture to the community and to our
next generation and will continue to do so.
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Last week, the Chinese school ended its fall term with a singing performance, put on by the
students. Their amazing performance received much positive feedback from their parents. As
teachers, we are also very proud of them. This year we saw an increase not only in students of
Chinese heritage, but also Caucasian students. We are very pleased to see a growing interest in
learning Chinese. We provide not only Chinese class, but also cultural courses. These cultural
courses include calligraphy, brush painting, folk dance, chess, and martial arts.
This year we recruited a few new teachers. Marie Chin teaches the Beginners class and May Sun
teaches our Beginner Youth class. Our Level One teacher is Gao Ming Li and Level Three
teacher is Fan Jia Qi. | feel that the addition of such talented teachers can only improve our
Chinese school. Our winter quarter will start next year on January 11"™. The Chinese New Year
Party will be held on February 2". | hope everyone will be able to come see our students’

wonderful performance on that day.
More information: sbchinescschool@yahoo.com. website: www.geocities.com/sbchineseschool. Mail address: P. O.

Box 6194, Santa Barbara, CA 93160 Principle: Lifang Song Tel: 805-967-1294
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) F = TRpRdE - a3 s (6:30--9:30PM ) Once a month potluck
dinner on Saturday
b~ '71*’1%!,‘: Community Covenant Church of Goleta (56070 Cathedral Oaks Road, Goleta,
CA93111) Directions to the church.
RARL TR IR SRR > EERLE AR R
0 B S PR SR ATIIEOAYEY (R ) o AL TR %ﬁﬁﬂ > Friday night
we have dinner, hymn singing, bible study, and ends with dessert. Saturday night we also have
dinner, hymn singing, testimony, a short message in English, and ends with dessert.

%E%fﬁ] ~ Contact numbers:

fif " He Jian Li : (805)964-3578 <hejianli@gmail.com>

= % Wang Mian © (201)962-6830 <mwang@education.ucsb.edu>

i Zhang Hui * (805)259-5058 <chairmanhui@gmail.com>

SR % Zhang Xue Feng: (805)565-9761 <zhan0127 @yahoo.com>

In order to serve the Chinese student population and families, UCSB Chinese Fellowship was
established in March 2006. The goal of UCSB Chinese Fellowship was to provide a place where
overseas students and family members could feel at home, the opportunity to meet more friends,
but most importantly, the opportunity to know Jesus and become a Christian.

At the present time, UCSB students and family members make up the majority of UCSB Chinese
Fellowship. We are a young group, full of zest for life and a heart to share the gospel to Chinese
people. We also care deeply for our people and long that God’s kingdom and righteousness can
be revealed in China. We welcome you to join us in discussing the meaning of life, the source of
the universe, the fate of a country and the future of the world. Our aim is to build each other up
within God’s love, so that we may grow together through our service in Christ and continue to
spread the gospel all over campus.
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Where are we and where are we going?
An educated guess on the state of South Coast real estate

Steve Epstein, CRS, GRI, SRES

Everyday | field calls from potential buyers and sellers of South Coast area property. More so
than usual, these concerned people want to know what is happening, and more importantly, what
is going to happen. Now, of course, if | really could tell the future with the crystal ball that I
always keep on the corner of my desk, | would be a very wealthy man and my clients would
always have the best possible timing with their purchases and sales. But, alas, | have not yet
figured out how to properly communicate with my crystal ball so there is sits adorning my office
with its alluring shine.

| am a Realtor here in Santa Barbara. |1 have just celebrated 20 years in this wonderfully
rewarding profession and | have closed close to 660 transactions. | don’t mention this in an
attempt to impress anybody with my credentials but more to qualify the opinions I am about to
express. Please remember, these are just that, opinions, predictions and guesses!

The history of the real estate cycles in the greater Santa Barbara area (Santa Barbara, Goleta,
Carpinteria and the other unincorporated areas of the South Coast) have traditionally been periods
of 8-10 years of moderate, to sometimes extreme, appreciation followed by 3-5 years of a
correction period where prices flatten or decline. We have experienced these cycles with notable
consistency since the 1960’s.

The thing that is consistently the same with these cycles is that they are always a little different,
at least specific to what causes them. The most recent cycle we experienced before the one we are
currently getting through, was the first half of the 1990’s. Since the Second World War, more
people and jobs entered the State of California than left the state. California experienced an
economic growth cycle that lasted nearly fifty years. It was not until the end of the cold war era,
as we knew it, did that period begin to abate and it took aerospace contracts and the associated
employment with it in a mass exodus of people and jobs. Certainly there were other economic
factors in play but the restructuring of the aerospace industry certainly played heavily into that
scenario.

| started in the real estate profession in June of 1988 and at that time, all one had to do was list
their property for anything that may have seemed remotely close to realistic and there would be a
half dozen Realtors with their buyers all fighting for the seller’s attention to offer them more than
they were asking (sound familiar?). | thought this profession was going to be pretty fun and easy
with activity like that. | was in for a pretty big eye opener.

By 1990, the local real estate market was beyond slow and the mortgage default rate and home
foreclosure rates were climbing. | observed this paradigm shift for many months and decided that
| needed to learn how to help the banks sell the property that they now owned that they had not
intended to own; foreclosures, repossessions, “REQ’s”, they all mean the same thing. Between
1990 and 1995, | helped sell approximately 250 bank owned properties. It was quite an education
for me.

The good news about that cycle, and the one we are currently experiencing, is that the greater
Santa Barbara area has always done better than most of California (and the rest of the country for
that matter). The bottom line is that we do not, for the most part, have anything that resembles a
supply of new homes here. We do not build. Santa Maria, on the other hand, can decide at any
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time that they want to build another thousand homes and all they would have to do is annex an
adjoining broccoli field into the city and start building and there is virtually nothing that could be
done to stop them from doing that. The hedge that South Coast property owners have enjoyed
against being really hurt by the cycles we have gone through is that there still appears to be a
decent supply of people that want to be here and can, somehow, afford to buy here. Our climate
and quality of life will always help protect the local values.

The lack of new homes on the South Coast is almost assuredly going to continue based on a
variety of factors; we have tall mountains to our north and the ocean to our south leaving precious
little available space to actually develop. In addition to the shear lack of real estate, the South
Coast has always had a bias towards very measured development (or no development at all). It is
not hard to imagine that there will be, in the future, tremendous pressure on the remaining
agricultural areas of Goleta and Carpinteria. The Lemon, Avocado and flower growing areas are
always being eyed by eager developers with grand plans for subdivisions but we all know that
getting development project approved around here is slightly harder than amending the
constitution of the United States. | would argue that the best reason for carefully measured
development here is that our infrastructure simply can not handle a lot more density. Our roads,
freeways, water and sewer systems (not to mention services like Police and Fire) are often at
capacity already.

Please don’t misunderstand, the current correction cycle we are going through here is hurting
folks and there are good solid, working families that are loosing their homes and that is not good
for anybody. Having been pulled back into the world of selling bank owned properties, | can tell
you that from my experience, many of the people that I am seeing loosing their homes this time
around have taken loans, or have purchased homes that they had no business getting involved
with but it was far too tempting when the housing market was jetting up and purchase money was
so incredibly easy to obtain.

Now there were the folks that bought into the idea that the upward momentum of the market
would never end and some of these home owners unfortunately used their homes like a bank
ATM machine, pulling large sums of cash out to buy cars and take vacations. Clearly, that party
is over for them and the hang over is very painful.

In the beginning of September, when | was answering the many questions | was getting from
buyers and sellers about the state of the market and the future of the market in the near term (the
next year or two) | was saying that if the current cycle is anything like the previous ones we have
been through we should be seeing signs of recovery as soon as mid to late 2009. | was basing this
on a variety of information from local and UCLA economists who ponder and prognosticate on
these subjects as well as just knowing what history has shown all of us. Depending on who you
listen to, we started our current correction period sometime in 2005 which would suggest that we
would see some light at the end of the tunnel (that is not an oncoming train) by the end of 2009.
Now, having said all of that, we are past the middle of September 2008 which brought to all of

us, the scariest and craziest economic news that we have ever heard in our lifetime (unless you
lived through the Great Depression). | am clearly not an expert in economics and | possess only a
basic understanding of how the stock market and associated trading vehicles actually work but |
am, like most of the world, more than a little concerned about the negative news we are all being
bombarded with since the middle of last month.

| remain cautiously optimistic and I certainly do not think that the sky is falling but we are clearly
in uncharted waters here. The bottom line specific to my predictions of early September vs. what
I might say now if | was pressed is that | am more uncertain as to when we will start to recover
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but I still think we could start to see some positive signs as soon as next year. | also think that
no matter who is elected as the next President of the United States, the mood of people, in
general, will improve. | think we are all ready for some kind of change and much of our
economy is driven by consumer confidence. People are clearly not feeling good now and it is
showing in almost all of the sectors of the national (and world) economy.

So allow me to break this down for specific needs one may have:

Sellers

If you are currently contemplating selling property on the South Coast, I would do it
immediately or plan on keeping your property for another 2-3 years. | know this seems like it
might be a contradiction to my predictions above where | say that | am hopeful that we will see
signs of recovery in the real estate market towards the end of next year. But, that was just that,
my hopes and guesses. To be safe, I would plan on 2-3 years, especially with the uncertainty of
our current economic environment. | am certain that things will get worse before they get
better. Although there are signs of increasing numbers purchases, I am guessing that prices will
continue to slip before they stabilize and start back up.

Buyers

If you have good credit and adequate cash for a 20-25% down payment and you are thinking
that now might be the time to jump in, | would say “the water is fine”. Depending on what
segment you look at, the prices in our local market are off 20-30% which creates tremendous
opportunities for buyers. Would | wait to see if the prices continue to slip a little more to better
my purchasing position? No, | would not. If a buyer is looking to purchase a property to “flip” |
would aggressively caution them against doing that in any market and certainly not in this
market. If you are looking to buy a home to live in (or an investment property) and you are
going to hold it for the foreseeable future, a few percentage points one way or the other will not
really matter, years from now. This is clearly a great buyer’s market.

I hope you have been able to follow my random ramblings and all of this makes some sort of
sense. We are in a highly unusual environment but the good news is that we are living in one of
the most beautiful places in the world and having grown up here, | can tell you there is not a
better place to live and raise our kids. The more | travel around the world, the more | realize
that I am very fortunate to have the privilege of living here, in paradise!

If you would like to be included in my e-mail mailing list, please send that request to:
Epstein@SBRealEstate.com

Steve Epstein, an agent with Coldwell Banker, is a 46 year resident of Santa Barbara and has
been helping buyers and sellers achieve their real estate goals since 1988. When not working,
Steve enjoys having fun with his 9 and 11 year old girls.

Steve may be reached at:

Steve Epstein, CRS, GRI, SRES
Certified Residential Specialist
Director of REO Services
Epstein@SBReal Estate.com
www.SBRealEstate.com 805-689-9339

8 TR TR ELE
www.chinesefestival.com


mailto:Epstein@SBRealEstate.com
mailto:Epstein@SBRealEstate.com
http://www.sbrealestate.com/

TEF /-8 Campus News

1. New Chinese students and scholars join UCSB

There are about 70 new students and scholars that joined UCSB from
mainland China this year. With less and less barriers in getting visa
approvals, the number of new students and scholars kept growing
during the recent two years. Because there are more visiting students
this year, it indicates the University in China has more and more
contact with the UC system. To help them get started in Santa
Barbara, the Chinese Students and Scholars Association at UCSB
held an orientation at the UCSB Multicultural Center Lounge, on September 21, 2008, which
lasted about five hours from 2:30pm to 7:30pm. About 40 new and 10 continuing students
attended the orientation. A lot of information concerning housing, cell phones, credit cards, sport
clubs, buying cars, etc, was covered in this interactive meeting.

2. Immigration Seminar

In order to help members to better cope with the economic crisis, the Chinese Student and
Scholar Association at University of California in Santa Barbara organized an immigration
informative seminar on Saturday, November 15, 2008, 2:30pm. The speakers included Mr.
Michael I. Brooks and Ms. Miao Hai from Jingcheng Law Firm (Law Offices of Michael
Brooks), and addressed the immigration issues which concerned the CSSA members the most.
One-on-one consultation after the seminar was also arranged.

3. Encounter Chinese Culture

November 17-21 is the International Education Week as suggested by the U.S. Department of
State and U.S. Department of Education. Chinese Student and Scholar Association at UCSB took
this opportunity to host this event in order to offer a chance for the UCSB community to touch
upon various aspects of Chinese culture, including Chinese language, calligraphy, history, tea,
and etc. The purpose of this event was to promote Chinese culture, particularly during
International Educational Week, and to enhance the diversity of cultures within the UCSB
community. It was our great honor to have four experts during this event. Chinese Lecturer Bella
Chen from East Asian Department, hosted an interactive session, which including Chinese tea
tasting, Chinese Calligraphy, Chinese pictographs, Learning Chinese language, giving Chinese
names, and etc. Professor RuGang Ye from the Mathematics Department demonstrated the art of
Chinese Calligraphy. Retired Professor Chi-Yun Chen from the History Department had an
insightful talk on Chinese history. And Professor Michael Berry from East Asian Department
shared with us his experience in translating Chinese novels and his understanding of Chinese
culture using his novel which included an interview with Hai'Yan Wang, a graduate student in
Global Studies at UCSB. During the dialogue, he also mentioned his experience in working with
world-renown directors such as Ang Lee and Zhang Yi Mou.

4. Thanksgiving party of CSSA

Chinese Students and Scholars Association (UCSB-CSSA) hosted a party for Thanksgiving at
Jameson Community center located in the Santa Ynez Student Apartments on Saturday, Nov. 29,
2008. Turkey and other traditional American Thanksgiving food were prepared/served at the
party and various games were also organized, including table-tennis, foosball, cards, etc..
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2@@8 B@ijmg QEympi@ GM@S The was unquestionably an

unprecedented event in Olympic history and | was fortunate enough to have seen it with my own
eyes. Everyone has heard about and seen pictures of all the wonderful new venues--the Bird’s
Nest and the Water Cube--and even seen the various competitions held within these giant works
of art. What everyone may not have heard about was the price paid for tickets into the games.
I’m not referring to monetary value. No, I’m referring to the time spent and gumption necessary
to acquire those ‘golden’ tickets.

Arriving in Beijing in early summer, | did what anyone desperate to see the Olympics
would do: checked the official website multiple times a day for any sign of when the last round
of ticket selling would begin. The day was Wednesday. They announced that the remaining
tickets would be sold beginning at nine Friday morning at specific venues. Ticket sales were
limited to two per person as they were sure to sell out.

When | arrived at the Wukesong basketball stadium at six o’clock that Friday morning,
there were already about five thousand people corralled inside a police barrier waiting in some
semblance of a line. In addition to the five thousand people and various police personnel inside
the barricade, hundreds more would-be ticket buyers crowded around the barrier. 1 joined in, and
as | got closer, learned that no one, not even the police, had any idea what was happening.
Corralled chaos surrounded by more chaos.

The outer layer shortly began organizing itself and a self-instigated line started forming.

I found the end with hope that it would lead to Olympic tickets, and it did!...nine hours later.
The hours passed quickly though, as | made friends with those in line around me. We took turns
sitting, standing, and checking the progress at the front. We progressed slowly, with bits of new
trickling back to us as we went. “US vs China tickets sold out.” “Men’s tickets sold out.” We
kept waiting.

Just as | was seriously considering giving up (only on account of | had a train to catch
that night), we were suddenly on the move. It happened in an instant. One moment we were
patiently waiting. The next we were crammed together like cattle rushing through a bottleneck.
Then we were in! We made it inside the barricade, which by that time was very organized, and
had our tickets within minutes.

The game | saw, US women vs Spain, was well worth the
wait, though more for the experience than the competitive nature
of the match. Fourth row with Diana Taurasi, Lisa Leslie, and
Candace Parker on the court just below, and Kobe Bryant and
LeBron James watching just a few seats away. The best part,
though, was the dancing Fu Wa that took the court during time
outs. | would stand in line for another nine hours to see them!

Getting to see the Beijing Olympics was a once in lifetime
opportunity and I’m glad | was able to see it.

Christina Threlkel is currently a graduate student in Dept of EACLS,UCSB

10 TR TR ELE
www.chinesefestival.com



BELR2008RE

LRI i e AU ) D
§ ZE OB GRS AR PR
-4 =~ F”?ﬂjﬁ ﬁﬁ F’JJ‘P\:E%I:I7J\<ﬂ ijﬂﬂfﬁllﬁ}ﬁ%lkf,p E[I]ﬁ]'ilﬁ,\dl (s

F”f*”ffﬁﬁm ‘I*F‘J?‘fﬁ"ﬁr E 7;1' PRL > B PIIIELRLT ] (2T [ e py > 55
TORLIF EUARHY 5 (L Rl A R8T R (] DO 2 pokg ]2 -

T“Ez' WJTUJ*TJE*] » 25 PR IR &ﬁf{ﬁ“ b %:\f\%ﬁﬁlﬁ*}ﬁiﬁiﬁi THA
B 8 F R AR e T R ﬁlW*ﬁﬂjl R o HIRLEPI PR
#Bl’[ﬁﬁiﬁf 1 b el B R e J%‘?ﬁ*f&’ﬁj ERVE AR [fﬁlr[ o IFREF SRR, -
([~ PRI, PR ﬁllglﬁla TR

Al b = R EL %i‘ii‘,ﬂ TEWD.,/ I ISl = St S SR S
SREE T RS FRETTIRR D AER < B2 ahs P AR Y 9, T R o R
FAE AR RIS ST e 5 R 1 [ PREABRAOR 12 - =5 R B i
- R E?Eﬁ'fj}}d R HE P N BERLELRIYAE PR R

TSIy~ R tfqﬁhﬁ“"%% S AR EM” (e STt FJ“ (S
2R *“xﬁ’[ﬁm@ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ' N N P s EﬂjFEIJ;H
SR o 25 [P sy ﬁ%,é}? 4 IEIF'JP[FUT%@ PR o S0, (P E R
i?ﬂﬁiﬁﬁi“ S IBIRR  CPLERRIRR S P R 2
St

25 R R I ( (P Hﬁ%g“ﬁfmra[) = P2k SR
B, SR R ML 0. 5 )G i, 0 5368 G- B Dk
B [ SRS IR RN P T
JI e i&ﬁ'ﬂiﬁt Z[ES HAYPHE S o

AL B 7 SRR IR O - I T
PRIET, I——*Erffﬁ ST R RS RS R0 o ZS L BT B R
(Diana Taurasi), jl—’?%J(Llsa Leslie), %1% fu (Candace Parker) it ™ 4B U5k - o BESS I i
s AL E [ E i U] (Kobe Bryant) 71y )y V- gl (L eBron James) i #1; E. &1
LB i E e LR T e S mf%&iFh B RS P S
Joffto) RO

S EWROE f RL - 2 BRSO, SRR R E g I -

<

HEEE L EG UCSB B i 7k 2

Homeland Breathes at His Pen Tip:
On Listening to Huang Chung-Ming’s UCSB Speech
Justin Chang
Due to the fact that I’ve received a decent amount of education in
Chinese language and literature when | was attending elementary school and
junior high in Taiwan, | have known about the existence of Huang’s
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Taiwanese Homeland literature early on, however, because country literature wasn’t emphasized
in the Chinese curriculum, I myself was unfamiliar with Huang’s works and his writing style. In
the middle of this year, to my own surprise | had a desire to take a Chinese Literature class at
University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB), where the class focus was on the impact of the
May Fourth Movement on the modern Chinese literature. Professor Yu Xiaorong selected many
well known Chinese writers during and after that movement for the class such as Lu Xun, Lao

She, Xu Zhimo, and Pai Hsien-yung. Huang Chung-Ming happened to be among her picks, too. Since the
class required a final report on one of the articles written by any of the authors studied in class, after the
consideration of many factors, | decided to delve into the short stories written by Huang, and was successful in
finishing the report. Quite at my surprise, weeks later Huang received an invitation to become a writer in residence

at UCSB, and thereby he was asked to give a lecture on the background of his own Taiwanese local literature in
the Multi-Cultural Center on UCSB Campus. Having written a report on Huang, | thought | had
already had a decent amount of knowledge about his background, but listening to his lecture, my
understanding towards Huang was further expanded, and the impressions | had developed about
him by reading his works were thereby confirmed—nhe is indeed a man of compassion and
exceedingly humorous.

Professor Yu who taught the Chinese literature class stressed on the importance of
understanding the historical background of every author studied in class, therefore in my report |
emphasized on the two focuses that modern Chinese authors tended to portray in their writings
after the May Fourth Movement: one is “criticism toward traditional thoughts” and the other
“questioning the effects of modernity.” With these two focuses in mind, | also looked into the
historical background which caused the rise of Taiwanese local literature. Thus, | was able to
discern some basic ideas Huang wanted to bring forth in his writings. Since Huang was once
appointed writer in residence at National Dong Hwa University in Hualien, Taiwan where my
mother teaches (His office happened to be right next to hers), my mother recommended me to
read two of Huang’s major short stories; “Sayonara Zaijian” and “The Son’s Jumbo Doll”. In
“Sayonara Zaijian”, Huang uses a first person point of view to narrate his experience with seven
Japanese customers who came to Taiwan in search of prostitution. In the story, the narrator
Huang could not restrain himself from feeling repulsive towards the Japanese due to the
persecutions they had inflicted upon the Chinese people during World War 2; however, because
Huang was fluent in Japanese, he was assigned by his boss to help Japanese customers find the
way to sexual pleasure. The assignment put Huang in an intense moral struggle. Caught in such
an embarrassing situation in violation against his patriotism, Huang did not hesitate to utter his
criticism towards the false traditional ideals of the past, hoping through new visions to awake the
mind of the Taiwanese people. As for “The Son’s Jumbo Doll”, it is a story depicting the family
of an uneducated man — Kunshu, who in order to support his family, took a job to walk around
the town as a sandwich-man carrying movie posters pasted on plywood in front and at the rear of
his body. Through Kunshu, Huang was able to portray how a poor folk of a rural town can bear
hardship with dignity, and through the realistic depiction of impoverished rural life in a language
style quite similar to the vernacular speech, Huang was able to reveal his skepticism towards
modernization, especially the economic deprivation of the underprivileged lower class. In the
post-war Taiwan, as economic prosperity was gathering its
force in the city, Huang expressed his concern about the
suffering of the poor folk in the country.

It was a delightful experience to meet the author who
wrote the stories one enjoys reading so much. In Huang’s
speech, he mentioned in a humorous and personable manner
the struggles and hardships he had to overcome to become a
prominent and influential writer, making it easier for the
audience to relate themselves along with his stories. Huang
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was born in a town called Luodong on the east coast of Taiwan; he lost his mother at the age of
eight, and was raised by his grandmother. He was the eldest among five children with one
brother and three sisters, and therefore was disciplined strictly by his grandmother in order to
become a role model for his younger siblings. Huang recognized his mother and grandmother as
two major sources of influence in the way he grew up. While his grandmother’s teaching and
care brought him up in real life, his diseased mother also exerted a mental influence on him,
often reminding him to always work harder than others, and not to be looked down upon merely
because he had no mother to support him. When Huang entered elementary school, he was
recognized by his teacher and was introduced to both Chinese and foreign authors writing in the
1930’s, and was thereby impacted by the new Chinese literature. In the stories he read, he came
upon quite a few characters who, caught in a certain circumstance, failed to have themselves
understood by people around them and often tragic endings followed after the alienation. In the
story “The Son’s Jumbo Doll”, I noticed, Huang has implemented the same writing style as the
authors of 1930s he mentioned in his speech. It indicates how influential the socialist ideals
were to him at such an early age.

By the end of World War 1l when he was still in elementary school, Taiwan was under
the ruling of the Japanese government. Huang therefore had received a basic training in the
Japanese language (After the speech, a lady approached Huang and started a conversation with
him in Japanese. | was impressed by Huang’s fluency in speaking Japanese. It really made
sense why his boss had asked him to work as an interpreter/pimp in the story “Sayonara Zaijian”.)
However, junior high was a painful experience for Huang, under the influence of many factors;
Huang was expelled from several schools. As a final resort, he wandered to the city of Taipel,
and became an apprentice at a hardware shop behind the Taipei Station. While starting a new life
style there, he was widely exposed to the city’s pleasure quarter. As a teenager, Huang was often
asked to fix electrical fans at brothel houses, and therefore was ridiculed and teased by the house
owners, servants and prostitutes. Instead of being discouraged, Huang observed and learned
about the life-stories of many prostitutes, and later on integrated them in many of his writings
(Both “Sayonara Zaijian” and “The Son’s Jumbo Doll” have scenes of brothel house and pitiable
but humane prostitutes). Due to his nonconformist behaviors, Huang’s college experience was
also a rough one. He continued to be expelled by different schools. It had to wait until his short
stories about country folks started to gain recognition did his painful journey of growing up
conclude in a happy ending. As a matter of fact, the most memorable impression | got from
Huang’s short stories is his vivid depictions of characters such as Kunshu, socially insignificant
but with uncompromising and fighting spirit. On May 21, 2008, Huang stood before us as an
encouragement and example of “never give up.’

Out of a wonderful coincident and special
arrangement, Huang Chunming’s speech was a meaningful
and memorable experience to me. With such a dramatic
life story, he has become a legend of Taiwanese literature.
Depicting compassionately so many unforgettable folk
characters, his short fiction has been recognized as a major
contribution to Taiwanese Homeland literature and
meanwhile has opened up a new perspective to Modern
Chinese literature. As a Engineering major, although my
background in literature is not as solid as the Humanity

% majors around me, through Huang’s speech I was still able
to learn an enlightening and inspiring lesson.

Justin Chang is currently a senior Electrical Engineering Majoy at UCSB
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My Na a Poem

Justin Shen

“If the world is full of preposterous noise, | will write them down as poetries, but
keep them silent. If the world is deathly quiet, I will stand out, console all the people nearby like
an angel. If the world belongs to evil, I will be brave to face the shooting guns like a hero. If the
world is peaceful and faithful, 1 will enjoy green tea and red wine under the sunshine like a
common old man. My name is Poem.”

That is my grandfather’s poem, written in 1988. He is 84 now, dull and stiff. | am 64
years younger than him. However, | believe, he gives me more than these years, even my
lifetime, since he taught me how to write a poem in a 3-hour spring afternoon, which changed
my view of the world.

It is my most unforgettable memory.

As a grandfather, he is really mysterious to me. I know he is short, only about 5.41t; also,
he is a famous poet in my city, even my country, but that sounds nothing to me. At the age of 6,
which means a kid should learn something, my father unhesitatingly sent me to my grandfather. |
cried loudly, even crazily to show my loath. | didn’t really know how to organize a sentence,
how can | know how to write a sensible and exquisite poetry? My father pulled me at full tilt to
grandfather’s garden. Through my father’s arm, |1 saw Old man look a little despaired, but he
smiled quickly, and said to me: “Ok, man, give me 3 hours. If you really don’t like it, you can go
without obstruction.” | stopped sobbing and dried my eyes with my dirty hands. “It’s a deal,” |
responded.

Then, father left and my class started. It was the first time grandfather and | sat knee-to-
knee in his study. I tried to sense this strange room. The smell of ink flew into the sunshine and
the shadow of maidenhair trees. | picked up a violet sand cup of tea on the desk and drank it. It
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was really bitter at first, and then a little bit sweet. | looked around; the books were full of dust
on the bookshelves, and some dust danced along the ray of flowery sun. | finally calmed down.

“Ok, can | ask you some questions?” | asked, with a pressing tone.

“Sure, you are free here.” He smiled.

“l don’t like poem, actually and frankly. It’s so boring. Why don’t you write novel?
That’s more interesting.”

“I might do that, but I don’t want to waste my time and words.”

“What that means?”

“You know what, writing a poem is like a soul voyage, lonely, but bravely. I look straight
and deeply to my destination; but writing novel is just like snake movement.”

“That sounds nice, but only a few people can write poem. It’s hard. | don’t think | can do
this.”

“You are wrong,” he smiled again, “If you feel confident, and really want to try it, you
will succeed, | promise. Poem is the soul calling.”

“But, how?” | confused.

“The easy way to everyone is saying my name is poem for three times.”

After free chatting, he picked up a brand new notebook and turn to the first page. “This is
the real start of your poet career.” He gave it to me. | fetched it and also held his old golden pen.
“Don’t forget the method I told you before.” He added.

| began to try.

“My name is poem.” This was the first time, outside was out and out silent.

“My name is poem.” This was the second time, | focused on my notebook; and cool
winds kissed my smooth skin and my short black hair. | forgot my grandfather’s leaving.

“My name is poem.” This was the last time. Some tiny but fancy ideas flashed, | got
some and start to write them down. “Be short, or be tall; be fat, or be thin; following others, you
are small; sitting under the moonlight shadow, you are nothing.” I won; | created a poem, though
it was only four sentences. | shouted, and rushed to my grandfather, | hugged him and said: “I
can do it. I will continue to learn from you.”

“No, I told you all the methods. That’s enough for you, you can voyage your life by
yourself.” He turned around.

Few days later, my four sentences poem published on the newspaper. | became a real
poet, though I was only 6.

14 years passes, | matured and grandfather is really old. He can’t teach my anything. The
garden is desolate, the same as these maidenhair trees. However, poem is still poem. | can’t
forget that 3-hour poem class with my grandfather. After it, | feel confident with writing poems,
and even my life. When | feel down, | will automatically say my name is poem three times. Then
I will smile to the world, which in my eyes is poetic, just like the butterfly wings wrapping the
dews of a hyacinth. When | feel fear, | will repeat that sentence, then | gain peace and holy, just
like feeling the angels get together and cover the sky with white and light cloth. With bless of
poem, | get stronger and braver to face the world. | won’t cry to give up something. | know, all
the good changes on me are based on that class, that precious memory with my grandfather.

Till now, I still remember grandfather’s poem, and I wish | could follow his way, to be a
soul writer, a life warrior, an angel.

L

Justin Shen is currently a student at SBCC
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The Emerald Green Grass #e7, Cathy Tsai

%{E'l 15l =5\ Before the ocean’s horizon lies a sea of emerald green grass.
He )@FJJ_% Beads of dew are glittering in the early morning sunlight.
— [t = One day the wind and rain comes.

}ﬁ ~&FF-o Sadness arises from the wind and rain through the night.
2% Cathy Tsai UCSB =114 Ffj

Welcome New Board Member:

Hong Li is born in Wenzhou, Zhejiang. He joined in UCSB in April 2007 and is currently a
Ph.D candidate of the Department of Electrical and Computer Enginnering, UCSB. He is serving
as the president of UCSB Chinese Students and Scholars Association during 2008-2009 year.

Chunkai Gao is currently a graduate student at University of California at Santa Barbara. He
earned his bachelor degree in 2004 from the University of Science and Technology of China.

f A IQZFI/NOte from the Editor:

BRTR - g T ijm;:kﬁguawyﬁ’T@wwwo
In order to be consistent and accurate, some specific names of people and places will not be translated
into Chinese.

TS & I e

In order to match the layout, we reserve the right to edit your article.
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Financial Report
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SBCAA Financial Report (From 2/08/2008 to 10/3108)

3 3\13’3
Beginning Balance: $10,611.48
Credit (Deposit)
Membership fee $260.00
Selling moon cake  $143.00
Interest $93.89
Debit(Payment)
Reserve GVCC ($500.00)
Order check ($56.99)
Ending balance $10,551.38

2008 2 EF10 E = PEFE

FEERHGR: $10,611.48

o P

@174 :$260.00

T F B 1$143.00
KL :$93.89

< LIREER
GVCC H#y#' £ :$500.00
< E15:$56.99

+ B95#842:$10,551.38
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Santa Barbara Chinese American

Association

Board members

Publisher/President: Jinxue Wang

Vice President: Xiaolan Bai

Treasurer: Marie Peng

Secretary: Joan Vignocchi

Public Relations and Acvities Communitte:

Lin Huang , Lillian Wuestue, Lifang Song,

Shuiging Hu, Yuefeng Ge

Editor-in-Chief: Bella, Shu-Chuan Chen

Webmaster: Chunkai Gao

Address: 2519 Murrell Road Santa
Barbara, CA93109

Website:http://www.chinesefestival.com

English Editor: Ashley Yang

President of UCSB CSSA: Hong Li

President of UCSB TSA: Michael Kuo
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